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One of the most exciting moments of TB meet in Kottayam was the announcement of the
awards for TB Short Movie Festival. Each award was welcomed by a thunderous applause from
the crowd. The tensed faces of the contestants were visible only to those who were standing on
the stage.

The heroine of the short film Lift’s eyes were filled with such an unprecedented experience
when the best actress award was announced. This artist who came to the stage to receive the
award, with her chest pounding and her eyes full of wonders, is the first TB of the week after the
Kottayam meet.



Aswathy Muralidharan
State Bank of India
Tanur branch

Aswathy is the youngest of two daughters of Mr. Muralidharan Nair, who is an office staff at Sri
Shankara College and Mrs Prasanna, who is working as a pharmacist in a private hospital in
Perumbavoor. Their family hails from Kaladi. Aswathy’s elder sister Jyothi is working as a teacher
in Ashramam School, Perumbavoor. She runs a dance school called Nrithyalaya.

As Aswathy had an introverted nature since childhood, she had not participated in any individual
competitions - neither at St. Joseph Girls High School Chengal, where she studied till 10th grade
nor at NSS Higher Secondary school, Manikkamangalam, where she did her 12th. But she had
participated in Group dance and Thiruvathira at Sub district and District level and won many
prizes.

The story did not change at Sri Shankara College Kalady, where she did her UG degree in Physics
or at MES College Edathala, where she did her PG in bioinformatics, even though she was
continuously encouraged by her dancer sister.

Aswathy started her banking career in 2013 by joining the State Bank of Travancore, Odakali
branch. After the merger with SBI, she got transferred to SBI Payipra branch in 2018 and from
there to the Nellikuzhi branch in 2021. She got promoted in 2022 and was posted as the service
manager in Tanur branch. She is now continuing as the Gold officer at the same branch.

After getting married and having a daughter, Aswathy returned to the stage after many years
through a program that was conducted at her daughter’s school for mothers. Even then, she
hesitated on doing a solo performance.

Due to the continuous insistance from her sister, Aswathy started her dance class since 5th grade
along with her sister, under the guidance of Smt. Kalamandalam Sumathi teacher. But she had to
take a break in 10th grade. Later in 2018, Aswathy decided to make a come back professionally
by learning from her sister at first and later from Shri Ravikumar sir, a Federal Bank retired officer
who runs a dance school called Natyalaya.

Today, Aswathy has become a regular presence at her sister’s dance school's annual events and
TB Meet.

TB has changed Aswathy’s life. Friends with similar interests and the encouragement that she
got on that platform created a wave of changes in Aswathy.

Aswathy believes that it was TB that made her realise that she had a painter in her. Sudhy,
cinematographer of the short movie that she acted in, attests that Aswathy is also a good
photographer. Sudhy added that it would not be a surprise if Aswathy, who was also an assistant
director on this short film, donned the role of a director in the future.

Realising Aswathy’s talent, many prominent members of TB have started inviting her to join



them, and this has enlightened a lot of courage in her.

A face that can flash expression as a dancer, a keenness to follow guidance and a similarity in
interests are those qualities in Aswathy that had inspired Anusheelan to cast her as the lead
actor in his short film Lift.

Aswathy humbly says she owes her first acting experience to the positive motivation of Sudhy
and Anusheelan. Sudhy, who had witnessed and captured her commendable performance
behind the camera, expressed that had they not been limited by the time constraints of the film,
they would have been able to showcase the true potential of Aswathy to the world.

Aswathy’s daughter Devna Karthika, who is now going to the 5th grade, is also getting trained
professionally in dancing. Aswathy also continues to attend her own dance lessons. A solo dance
performance at the next TB meet: that is her dream!

Aswathy, who excels in painting, chooses alternative media over paper to showcase her talent.
The walls of her newly built dream house are one such medium. May those walls be enriched
with more and more beautiful artwork. She is also very passionate about photography and now
wishes to recover the lost passion with her purchase of a brand new camera. May you capture
more beautiful moments with this new gear in your collection.

The TB family wishes Aswathy, her daughter Devna, and her parents, a blessed life of art and
creativity at their new home at Vazhakulam, Aluva.



